CHAPTER III
THE   BACKGROUND   IN   RUSSIA
THE last chapter implied that each major historical
perspective is the intellectual framework of
attitudes for the development of a specific mode of
economic life. In Russia there is now Socialism, and a
real revolution has been achieved. A good deal of the
rest of this book amounts to an attempt to account for
the revolutionary perspective in Russia and to show
how Communism in that country must differ, in many
important ways, from its counterparts in many parts of
the world, especially those that are technically more
advanced.
The short-period Marxist-Leninist explanation of the
matter is fairly simple, It is based upon an examination
of the economic foundations of revolution, which may
occur in any part of the capitalist world, independently
of the particular stage to which capitalism may have
attained. If there be no material basis for revolution,
then capitalism will continue to evolve in a single
direction. In the event of revolution, however,
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